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What's Wrong with Boys? 


People agree something bad has happened with boys, but nobody can be normal 
about it. 
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All over the media, one thing is clear: something bad is happening with boys. 


Boys are doing worse in school. Boys are lonely. Boys have fallen behind girls in higher 
education. An article went viral for asserting that this phenomenon, combined with the 
societal expectation that men continue to be breadwinners, contributed to a toxic 
culture that re-launched Trump into power in 2024. Something being wrong with boys 


—or the world in which boys are raised—is the only thing on which people can agree. 
But beyond that, there’s not a lot of agreement. 


Some people believe that boys are struggling because girls are simply working harder. 
The success of girls and women today is earned, while the success of boys and men in 
the past was the result of unearned male privilege. They believe that boys are entitled 
and are coping with the fact that being a hashtag-mediocre-white-man isn’t cutting it 
anymore, giving up en masse because nothing is being handed to them on a silver 
platter. They might underscore their point with edgelord teenage boys making rape 


jokes, or they might point out the rise of toxic male role models like Andrew Tate. 


On the other side of the aisle, other people believe that boys and men are the victims of 
what has become an oppressive matriarchy—that the patriarchy either never existed, or 


if it did, it was a good thing (ah, the classic “this never happened, but if it happened it 
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someone like that if it’s drilled into their heads that they are “evil oppressors.” 
Of course, like most issues, this is nuanced, but people can’t seem to be normal about it. 


(Obligatory only somewhat relevant comic) 


Teenage Boys Also Teenage Boys 


Hi Adam, | can't 
go swimming 


OH MY GOD 
WTF SANDRA 
THAT'S 
DISGUSTING 


ecartoonshateher 


I remember having lunch with a female friend a year or two ago. She’s a serial 
entrepreneur who has started multiple tech companies—easily the most career driven 
woman I know, and a feminist. But in a hushed tone, she said that she worried about the 
messaging directed at her two children—one female, one male. She said, especially as a 
woman in tech, she saw lots of initiatives aimed at improving women’s opportunities 
and outcomes, pushing girls into STEM and encouraging girls that “they can do 
anything.” But she didn’t see any of that for boys. She understood why—there’s no 


reason to declare “boys can do anything,” when there’s no precedent for boys being told 
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to get back in the kitchen. But her son, who at that point was two, had no understanding 
of this historical backdrop. She worried that he would eventually perceive this one-sided 
messaging as a sign that he wasn’t as capable as his sister. But she also worried that 
encouraging him on the basis of his gender—essentially flipping the genders and saying 
“you can do anything, because you're a boy, and boys are strong and special”—would 


imply male superiority. The gender equivalent of “white history month,” if you will. 


I got where she was coming from. As someone who writes frequently about the 
relationship between men and women, I can’t seem to acknowledge an issue facing one 
gender without the other gender feeling insulted. When I wrote The Men Who Sabotage 
Women’s Fertility, about the role men play in delaying reproduction, men got mad. They 
insisted that it was impossible for a man to waste a woman’s time, and the blame falls 
solely on women for failing to demand a proposal (something tells me these same men 
would consider that behavior “crazy.”) They were also mad that I didn’t take women to 
task for initiating the majority of divorces, and insisted high-earning men were 
dropping out of marriage en masse because of unfair divorce laws (I wrote about this 
too, and it’s not true.) Meanwhile, when I wrote about young people’s anxiety around sex 
after the election, I got some heat from women for not being empathetic enough to the 
4B sex strike movement and not condemning right-wing men strongly enough. Women 
felt that by focusing on anxiety around dating and gender relations—even though I 
interviewed men and women—I was glossing over the more important issues of 


women’s rights and women’s safety. 


When it comes to the current dynamic between boys and girls—the fact that boys 
appear to be falling behind and turning to fairly toxic ideologies as a result—it feels 
impossible to navigate. Either boys are oppressing girls (or attempting to oppress girls 
and failing) or girls are oppressing boys. I take issue with both of the stances, because 
we're talking about children. I don’t think you can accuse children of oppressing anyone. 
And when you talk about children and the messaging children receive, you have to view 


the world from the eyes of a child. 


So imagine you're a little boy, or even a teenage boy. Is our current messaging hitting 


the mark? 


When you say “girls are strong and smart,” or “girls can do anything,” or when you 
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choose to buy a board book for your two-year-old about famous women in science, 
you're doing this because you, as an adult, understand the history of women not being 
able to do anything. When I was a pre-teen, and messaging around gay rights became 
mainstream, I understood that “gay is okay” was being said because lots of people didn’t 
think gay was okay. I understood that there was no “straight pride parade” because 
being straight was the status quo, and up until recently it was very difficult for gay 
people to express public pride in their sexuality. I saw how few gay people were in 
positions of power, and how many were still not openly gay. It made sense to me, even as 


a ten-year-old. 


But I suspect that the current messaging around feminism, especially aimed at children, 
is confusing. That’s not to say that sexism is over, or that women are now In Charge. But 
from the eyes of a child—say, a six-year-old boy faced with the message of female 
empowerment that exists within a great deal of children’s media today—it’s not always 
clear that this messaging is intended to rectify injustice. This little boy probably sees 
that most women in his life have some degree of (at least in his eyes) equal power. 
Perhaps his principal is a woman. His mother probably works, and so do his friends’ 
moms. His mom’s boss—even his dad’s boss—might be a woman. Even his grandmother 
likely had a career, or at least the option to work. Does that mean that zero women are 
oppressed, or that the glass ceiling doesn’t exist? Of course not. But a six-year-old boy is 
not well versed in what percentage of the top CEOs are women (not many.) All he sees— 
especially if he’s a middle class or upper middle class child—is that women are in 
positions of power everywhere. When I was faced with messaging around gay rights, I 
understood why—the oppression of LGBTQ people was obvious in the 2000s, and today. 
But I have a feeling that a lot of little boys don’t understand feminist messaging, because 


they see successful women all around and in many respects, women have outpaced men. 


I’m not imagining the messaging, either. When I was pregnant with my first child, 
around the time of the gender reveals, I saw moms on my mom groups collectively 
struggle with the fact that they were carrying boys, because they were afraid their sons 
would turn out to be misogynists. A woman on TikTok (I won't link here, because I 
don’t want to brigade her) presented some book suggestions for moms pregnant with 
boys who wanted to raise them to be “not awful.” You can find similar threads all over 


Reddit. I understand in most of the world, expectant parents hope for boys, so I’m not 
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claiming this is universal, or that men are suddenly a marginalized group. But among 
American moms, especially upper middle class, educated, liberal moms, there is a 
(perhaps somewhat performative) fear of raising “that kind of boy,” which often feels 


suspiciously like a distaste for boys in general. 


Some might say I’m being too charitable to the little boys here—that it’s not women’s 
fault if little boys don’t understand history, and it’s only on us to explain to them that 
they benefit from male privilege, even if they don’t feel like they do. But this just makes 
the situation worse—people do not like being told they have “privilege,” and I fear that 
term would be completely lost on children. Telling boys that they have unearned 
privilege is bound to not only confuse them, but make them feel attacked, especially if 
all the women around them are fairly successful, and especially if their female peers are 
more accomplished than they are. And bringing up issues that women still face—such 
as sexual violence or harassment, both very real problems—aren’t going to make a six- 
year-old boy agree to “sit his privileged ass down and listen.” Even a teenage boy will 


likely see that explanation and say, “Okay, but I’ve never done that to anyone.” 


I can tell some people are reading this and saying, “Oh boo hoo. So boys are offended by 
the concept of male privilege. Well, girls have been told they’re not good enough for 
centuries. Who’s advocating for them?” and that’s exactly the problem. We can’t listen to 
boys without assuming girls are being silenced, and vice versa. We are in a perpetual tug 
of war, where people can’t conceive of lifting up one group without labeling the other 
group Bad—empathy is apparently a finite resource. But for better or worse, boys and 
girls (and men and women) will have to continue interacting. It’s completely untenable 
to assume that showing empathy for one gender is an insult to the other (and as Joe 


Biden would be keen to point out, there are at least three genders anyway.) 


There’s also a belief that of course boys are struggling—they were being propped up by 
patriarchy for generations and now no longer have that as a crutch (or at least not as 
much of a crutch.) I get the argument here, but the boys who were helped by chauvinism 
aren't the same boys who exist today. It’s not like one day in 2018 everyone suddenly 
decided to abolish The Patriarchy (as many women would attest, it still exists!) And to 
make the argument that the patriarchy was the only reason boys were ever able to 
perform on par with girls is to also make the point that boys are inherently inferior, 


which I don’t think many people actually believe. 
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One thing I find strange about the current state of boys and girls is that people who 
believe girls are simply working harder than boys, and that boys are lazy and entitled, 
did not believe the reverse when boys were outnumbering girls in college. It’s a bit like a 
paradox I’ve noticed with those on the far right. When white people are 
disproportionately represented in leadership, it’s because they’re the master race. When 
Jews are disproportionately represented in leadership, it’s because a cabal is helping 
them. Only the success of the in-group is earned—the success of any other group is 
from shadowy external factors. Of course, some men on the right believe this about 
women. A successful woman is only successful because she blew someone, or because of 
“DEI.” But a successful man has apparently worked against the odds, after being 
oppressed by sassy ladies jeering “secret product and a trench” at him while he toiled 


away in that muddy room full of unsafe machinery (you know the one.) 


I have no doubt that girls and women today deserve their success. I do not believe 
they're being handed opportunities from a shadowy cabal of Sheryl Sandbergs. But I also 
believe boys and girls are equally capable, and if boys are falling behind, maybe it’s 
because the messaging directed at children is confusing to them, sets them up ina 


negative way, puts them on the defensive, and could be done better. 


I’ve also chatted with parents who felt that the “pushback” against the patriarchy was 
discouraging to their daughters, not just their sons. It’s almost like saying, “You know, 
you're actually not ugly at all,” to someone who had no prior knowledge that anyone 
thought they were ugly. These parents don’t like any kind of gendered messaging 
because they don’t feel it’s necessary. Yes, it’s okay for girls to like sports and it’s okay 
for boys to like dolls, but specifically pointing this out makes a little girl ask, “Wait, did 


someone say it wasn’t okay for me to like sports?” 


You could also argue that the continuation of female empowerment messaging into the 
workplace isn’t even helpful to women, especially ones who don’t fit into the corporate 
definition of an empowered woman. I once worked for a large tech company that had a 
“women’s summit,” which required every woman in the company to travel for multiple 
days, including a Sunday, to listen to a bunch of “talks.” I did not want to go to this, 
mostly because it sounded like a snoozefest, and traveling gave me anxiety. I spoke to 
my female boss about it, who said, “We're investing in your career as a woman. You 


don’t have to attend, but if you don’t see the value then I think we need to have a 
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different conversation about why you don’t appreciate the company’s investment in 
you.” I joked to a male colleague that this was just more oppression of women—women 
were being forced to travel on a Sunday to listen to some boring-ass talks, while the men 


got to stay home and play video games. 


Ive worked at multiple companies that touted the importance of their female CEO—as 
if I was supposed to relish in being laid off by a woman instead of a man. In my career 
history, the most callous RTO announcement that most flagrantly disregarded the needs 
of working moms was the product of a female CEO. She acknowledged she heard our 
concerns about being offered a fully remote job only to have the description switched 
after joining the company, but then openly expressed her concerns about the high 
investment in the commercial real estate she had rented. It was my male boss who 
helped me, as a working mom, develop an exemption because I took the job on the 
pretense of it being fully remote and enabling me to spend more time with my children. 
Don’t take this as me arguing against female CEOs. I just don’t think it matters either 
way, and having a female CEO doesn’t mean women at the company will be treated 
better. Making a big deal out of companies being “woman owned” feels kind of tone 
deaf to anyone who’s actually been an employee at one of these companies, and it gives 
the impression that women are selected for leadership roles to earn the “woman-owned 


company” badge (and to be clear, I don’t think they are.) 


So what’s my solution? I know I normally avoid being prescriptive, but this time, I 


actually do have some propositions. 


First of all, I think part of the imbalance between boys and girls in school stems from 
the fact that boys experience more social and emotional delays compared to girls (I can’t 
say if this is purely biological or social, but I can say it’s a thing.) When I was growing 
up, a big topic among parents was how to get girls to participate in class more when 
boys were disruptive and more likely to interrupt. In third grade, all the boys in our class 
would loudly shout the word “sloosh” every time they were bored. If boys do in fact 
mature later than girls and it results in disruptive behavior (and there’s ample evidence 
to suggest that this is real) school districts should be more open to parents holding boys 
back a year to rectify this imbalance, sending six-year-olds to kindergarten instead of 
five-year-olds (a practice known as “redshirting,” which is banned in many public school 


systems.) In my own parent community, the term “summer boy” is well-known; it means 
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a boy with a summer birthday who has social delays due to the double-whammy of being 
one of the youngest in the class, and being a boy. Unfortunately, many districts don’t 
allow redshirting, even with documented delays and notes from pediatricians or 
occupational therapists. Ironically they claim this is for the purpose of “equity,” but 
wealthier parents will simply circumvent the redshirting ban by enrolling their children 
in private schools that allow it, so lower-income or even middle class families are hit 
hardest by this restriction. I don’t think boys should be blanket redshirted on the basis 
of being boys, but selectively redshirting boys who have documented delays (especially 
social/emotional ones) and lifting redshirting bans, could improve the learning 
environment for both boys and girls. It goes without saying that girls experiencing 


delays should also be redshirted if necessary, but the need is probably greater for boys. 


I spoke to a 33-year-old father who feels that the educational needs of boys are simply 
different, and school is no longer designed for them. He believes boys are better off in 
single-sex schools, citing physical education in public schools changing from actual 
fitness to what he calls “wiggle time.” In his opinion, boys benefit from more full-on 
physical education and less micromanaging of the social hierarchy via anti-bullying 
campaigns—plus, he says, very young boys (<age 5) being expected to sit still for 4-6 
hours a day isn’t conducive to their development. He also cited other school subjects 
that he says have fallen by the wayside along with physical education, including metal 
shop and wood shop, which he said should be brought back to further engage boys in 
school. I wonder if, along with redshirting, some of the disruption caused by boys might 


be ameliorated by other outlets for releasing energy. 


Second, the messaging. I’m a big fan of diverse representation in children’s media, and I 
don’t think kids are put off by it. I don’t think boys are inherently insulted by books 
showing girls and women in power, as long as they also see boys and men enjoying 
those same roles. My son’s preschool had a book that was basically a right wing 
nightmare—it included a chapter of a Hijabi grandmother helping her East Asian 
grandson into his wheelchair. But I don’t think that kind of diversity, even if it appears a 
little over the top, bothers kids, as long as they see themselves represented. But when it 
comes to high quality modern books, shows and movies with well-rounded main 
characters, some parents feel like girls are the main audience. I spoke to Jennifer, a 39- 


year-old mom of a girl and a boy, who also considers herself a liberal feminist. She felt 
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that recent media focusing on girls was pushing her son toward lower quality kids’ 
programming so he could more easily see himself represented. “There are so many 
books and shows that center girls doing amazing things...but there seems to be no boy 
equivalent. It’s because boys were so front and center for so long, men are the ones to be 
the first to do this or invent that, that now publishers are focused on telling stories that 
weren't told. Great, no doubt, but if we’re looking at the current books on the market, 
there are less ‘amazing boy’ ones, telling them they can do anything. Same with TV 
shows—the best Disney original animated films of the last five years all center girls. I 
have a daughter too, and I feel like I can simply turn on Disney and all the offerings 
were made for her.” This reminds me of a sign that I saw outside a classroom (the image 
had unsurprisingly gone viral on Twitter.) It indicated that “everyone is welcome here” 
and called out LGBTQ kids, girls, kids of color, and...left out white boys. The kneejerk 
response is to say that the inclusion of white boys is obvious because of their inherent 


privilege—but is a grade-school boy picking up on that? 


In the ‘90s, it wasn’t like this—as Jennifer noted, this is a correction from a previous 
(bad) status quo. When I was a little girl, I wanted a dollhouse where the dolls all talked, 
but my mom refused to get it for me because the only thing the dad doll said was, “I’m 
off to work!” and the only thing the mom doll said was, “I have so much vacuuming to 
do.” At the time, I thought my mom was being a pain in the ass, but now as a mother of 
a daughter, I probably would have made the same decision. But I also wouldn't read a 
book to my children that specifically called out that “boys can be stay at home dads” or 
“girls can work” because it begs the question, “Who said they couldn’t?” Instead, I 
would read a book to them that showed both women and men as teachers, doctors, stay 
at home parents, firefighters and ballet dancers. I would also make sure not to 
overcorrect for gender roles. Not to go all “let men be masculine” on you, but I find that 
“gender neutral” approaches to parenting mean that boys can play with dolls or trucks, 


and girls can only play with trucks. 
I anticipate two particular pushback arguments: 


1. You're ceding too much ground to misogynistic men and assuming good faith 
where there is none; these boys just want to see women fail and be oppressed and 
deserve no sympathy at all. Nobody is stopping boys from succeeding; if they’re 


failing and lonely it’s their own fault. 
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2. You're imagining the messaging that’s alienating these boys. Current messaging 
directed at children, especially liberal upper middle class children, is already 
gender-neutral and inoffensive. Anyone who claims to have been alienated by it is 


just making excuses for their own prejudice and failure. 


I'll address the first argument by asking a question: what’s your endgame? Do you think 
gender relations are currently in a good place? Do you think that it’s sustainable for 
little boys to grow into increasingly lonely, resentful men? If so, then I guess we can just 
agree to disagree. But I think most people making this argument do not want this 
outcome. They just believe, as I’ve addressed before, that any alteration of the current 
feminist messaging to be less alienating to boys mean we need to start putting girls 
down—that the “compromise” I’m suggesting is we start oppressing women a bit more, 
as a treat. But that’s not what I’m saying. My argument is that messages of 
empowerment specifically on the basis of gender (especially in an age where many 
people do not identify as specifically male or female) are not terribly helpful. It’s not like 
this strategy has been great for girls either. A lot of the modern female empowerment 
messaging seems hyper-focused on empowering one very specific type of girl 
(tomboyish, ambitious, academic) while poo-pooing all things pink, nurturing and 
whimsical. Some of us aren’t Aryas, we’re Sansas, and we don’t want to be either ignored 
or relegated to empty love interest roles. Some young women have associated female 
empowerment with the archetype of the corporate tech boss-bitch, and if they don’t fall 
into that stereotype, they’ve reverted to saying things like, “I’m a thirty-two-year-old 
teenage girl, I can’t pay taxes, I’m just a sexy baby.” Making the world better for women 


isn’t just about creating more female CEOs who can lay off working moms. 


Now, the second argument. This is another version of the classic, “It’s not happening, 
but if it’s happening, it’s good” thing. But I also think this has to do with your 
upbringing. I’ve noticed that women who were raised in deeply patriarchal cultures, 
especially former Evangelicals, believe that the current messaging isn’t feminist or 
empowering enough. I’m also a product of my upbringing (I grew up in a liberal, highly 
educated, secular feminist environment) so I feel differently based on what I’ve seen and 
experienced. So a lot of this disagreement, I’m going to assume, is a matter of different 


lived experiences, if I may use an annoying social justicey term. 


But while we're on the topic of lived experiences, why is it acceptable to disregard the 
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lived experience of boys? If lots and lots of young men, including ones on the left, are 
saying that this was a problem for them in their childhood, should we really ignore all of 
them? I notice that people who see lived experience as an infallible metric have no 
problem disregarding such perspectives when they come from people they do not 
consider needing or deserving of protection or support. Im reminded specifically of 
Twitter discourse where women—including women on the left—shared how unsafe they 
felt on public transportation, and were accused of classism and racism, even though all 
they did was share experiences being harassed or in some cases assaulted, and did not 
specify the race of the men. If youre going to see lived experience as a valuable metric, 
then it needs to apply to everyone. And if young boys feel that they’re being vilified or 
discouraged, it’s worth asking why. I don’t think there’s an evil matriarchy collaborating 
on how to make life worse for men, but I do think well-meaning initiatives might miss 


the mark. 


Every woman or man was once a child, and I’m talking about children. If we begin 
messaging early in life—to children in preschool or kindergarten—it’s entirely possible 
that we could be unintentionally sending the wrong message. Liberal parents have no 
problem handwringing about all the various ways they could be imparting trauma 
without realizing it—by saying “good job” or by rewarding a poop in the potty witha 
piece of chocolate. But when it comes to child-friendly messaging around complicated 
topics like sexism, we're apparently supposed to assume that kids will figure it out, and 
if they don’t figure it out, it’s their fault for being stupid or lazy. Moreover, if we 
acknowledge that these kids aren’t understanding the messaging as intended, and feel 
alienated as a result, we’re giving too much credit to the aforementioned stupid, lazy 


kids. I’m sorry, this just doesn’t feel right to me. 


I find that the argument of “actually, we’re doing things right” doesn’t jive very well 
with the (often simultaneous) argument that boys are becoming more and more 
misogynistic. It reminds me of the below famous comic from Poorly Drawn Lines. If you 
acknowledge teenage boys today are getting “worse,” then surely something is to blame. 
Maybe it’s not the fault of feminism, but at the very least, the messaging they’re getting 
clearly isn’t helping. And toxic masculine role models are hardly “new.” I’m old enough 
to remember Return of Kings, the 2000s/2010s red pill pickup artists, and casually 


misogynistic comedians like Tucker Max and Dane Cook. Andrew Tate’s popularity may 
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be a problem, but it’s more of a symptom of the problem than the problem itself. 


But instead of engaging with this conversation thoughtfully, there’s a kneejerk reaction 
to basically say, “Yes, it’s a problem that boys are getting worse, but I don’t care about 
that, if the solution is to listen to them or do anything differently from what we’ve been 


doing.” 


HERE'S A 
SOLUTION. 


| DONT WANT 
A SOLUTION. 


\ WANT 
TO BE MAD. 


poorlydrawnlines.com 


To some extent, teenage boys will continue to be obnoxious. There is no solution for 
edgy jokes or picking on other kids, the same way no amount of lecturing about 
“internalized misogyny” will stop teenage girls from spreading rumors about each other. 


We will never obliterate bad behavior in young people, because young people are flawed, 
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and teenagers are inherently a little bit obnoxious, with a strong desire to rebel against 


the status quo and shock the pearl-clutching mainstream. 


But surely we can do better. If we acknowledge things are getting worse, the solution 
can’t possibly be to complain about things being worse and then do more of the same 
thing. Things can always be better, and we can always do better. And doing better for 
boys doesn’t have to mean doing worse for girls. We don’t need to revert back to 


anything—we need to move forward to something completely different. 


You might also like... 


25-Year-Old Men Are Adults 


CARTOONS HATE HER ° OCT 18 


Several weeks ago, I wrote my most popular piece, “The Men Who Sabotage Women’s 


Fertility,’ about what I call “sunk cost relationships.” In these relationships (not to be 
confused with partnerships where both parties have agreed not to marry) the man, usually out 
of complacency or oblivion as opposed to malice, drags things on for years, loosely 
committing to marriage with no or very little intent to ever propose, ultimately frittering 
away the key time range of a woman’s fertility. These men are typically not ideologically 
opposed to marriage, as they often marry the next woman they date on a much shorter 


timeline. The title was a 
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The Men Who Send Their Wives to the Email 
Mines 
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A week or two ago, I saw a Twitter user (and married man) joke about men who, despite 
making more than $500K per year, still “send their wives to the email mines.” Hopefully he 


doesn’t mind that I’m stealing this term: 


Read full story > 
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My husband's personal experience might support your one source's "men have different 
educational needs" hypothesis. 


He was consistently bad in school until one point early in high school when he realized the 
school was posting the GPA of every student, in descending order, in front of the school 
counselor's office, and that he wasn't ranked very high. He worked harder to get to the top of 
that list, ended up salutatorian of the school, and went to Stanford lol. He was bummed that 
the school stopped posting people's grades after he graduated (they didn't want to stress the 
students out). He thinks this practice might specifically benefit men, who are motivated by 
competition. 


| think a practice like this might be better for the environment he grew up in (low income, 
inner city) versus the UMC school | was in, where people put so much stock in their grades 
that kids might actually kill themselves over their rankings lol. But he makes an interesting 
point! 
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RA doopilidoo doopilidoo’s Substack 3h 
i ®@ Liked by Cartoons Hate Her 

The specific intervention | want to see is more encouragement of reading among teenaged 
boys. Among the 12 and under categories, | think things are still more or less fine. But 
teenaged boys for the last few decades have been increasingly drawn to video games and TV 
over books, and as a culture, we've done nothing to rectify this. If you look at book stores or 
libraries, in the teen and adult sections, it's all books for women. Often Romantasy books 
these days with a female lead and a couple hunks in love with her. Ten years ago it was 
dystopia-romance books like Hunger Games or Divergent. 


| think teen girls are naturally bigger readers than teen boys, and it's natural for book stores 
to cater to their main customers. But that's why as a society we should fight a little bit against 
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nature, and encourage boys to read by publicizing books they'd especially like, because 
reading is good. Book's like Will Wight's Cradle, which is extremely popular online on reddit, 
but non-existent offline. 
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